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Please welcome new members: Amy Bergeron and Thomas O’Toole

Hello Fellow Artists:

Welcome back to the BAA.    We  Zoomed through last year’s programs, 
which included many interesting demos and opportunities to share 
our artwork with each other.  We also held our usual member shows 
virtually.  As I write, the virus is still with us, but the Bethlehem Library 
in Delmar is available to us to meet in person.    In booking the library 
space, however, it was not always possible to reserve our traditional 
third Thursday of the month.  Thus, some meetings will continue to be 
Zoomed and days have changed. I encourage you to print off and/or 
note the change of dates and days for our monthly meetings provided 
in this newsletter.  The good news is that we expect to return to our live 
member shows in the library for the months of November and May.  Any 
changes will be communicated as soon as necessary and you will receive 
meeting reminders. 

I  found the heat and humidity limited my artistic productivity this 
summer.  However, I managed to take a Zoom class to explore a new 
watercolor  technique.  I think we artists are fortunate to have opportunities 
to keep learning,  no matter our ages or situations – through study, or 
through our mistakes – and that is a gift.   We also learn from each other.  
In that vein, please share your tips and recommended reads or websites, 
and news of your latest shows and activities with us.

We are bringing our communications to you this year via Constant 
Contact emails, thanks to Criss Macaione and welcoming a returning 
Treasurer, John Moser.  Many other members (see list) are returning to 
help the BAA.  Thanks to all.  

I look forward to the new BAA year and welcoming returning and new 
members in person soon.

Lynda
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Wednesday,
September 15, 6:45 p.m.

Watercolor Demonstration 
with Kevin Kuhne

Elements and Principles of Design With Nina Stanley

Tuesday
October 19, 6:45 p.m.

Bethlehem Public Librry

     His interest in local history, architecture, people, and conservation inspires and motivates his work.   He most enjoys 
working plein-air, throughout the year, often using his car as his studio.  Working on site allows him to convey the energy 
and life in the streets and neighborhoods where he finds most of his subjects
     For his evening demonstration at the Bethlehem library, Kevin will show how he plans and builds a watercolor sketch 
of an urban scene in preparation for a larger watercolor.  For the full day workshop in November, he will demonstrate how 
he turns this sketch into a half-sheet watercolor.  Participants are encouraged to bring several photos of a street scene or 
landscape with structure, and some preparatory drawings to work from to the workshop. (More info in next newsletter)

    Nina has an unusual combination of traditional and digital skills with a diverse 
understanding of both media. Her work has been centered around 2D Arts, specifically 
Painting and Drawing, with a focus on realism, popular culture, and the human figure spanning 
four decades. 
    Nina is a dedicated advocate for the development of strong foundation skills as absolutely 
essential for success in the arts in the current culture and economy. Sharing the knowledge and 
use of the basic elements and principles of design to create solid compositions is extremely 
important to her, as this is the cornerstone for visual art of all kinds.
    In this demo, she will present the Elements of Design (line, shape, texture, value, color, 
space) and how to use these elements with the Principles of Design (spacial division, balance, 
unity, and emphasis) to create high quality successful compositions. Understanding and 
implementing the Elements and Principles of Design gives the artist the tools and confidence 
to create an aesthetically pleasing, emotionally moving, meditatively calming, or even jarringly 
discordant visual solution to a specific visual “problem” in the pursuit of creating Art.

Bethlehem Public Library

    Kevin is an accomplished, 
award-winning watercolorist with 
a degree in Art Education from 
New Paltz   He has over 25 years 
of experience in teaching drawing 
and painting to adults. 
    He is an active member of 
many local Arts organizations, 
including the Oak Room Artists, 
the Bethlehem Art Association, 

the Colonie Art League, and the Albany Artists Group. His work appears regularly throughout the Capital District.  He 
is also a Signature Member of the Northeast Watercolor Society.

Rolfs Pork Store, by Kevin Kuhne
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has been accepted into the North East Watercolor Society 
45th International Exhibition to be held at 
The Gallery at Kent Art Association, 
Route 7, South Main St.. Kent, Ct. from 
October 10 to October 21.   
Please call gallery for days and hours, 860-927-3989.  

Patti Byrne Varcasia had 
her painting, “Hopeful “(win-
ner of Best in Show in the 2021 
BAA Virtual Annual Spring 
Show) accepted into the 7th 
Annual Adirondack National 
Pastel Exhibition

Pam Agan-Smith's pastel 
painting, “Gibson”, was 
accepted into the Make Your 
Mark! 2021 show hosted by 
the Pastel Society of Southern 
California. This show is available 
for viewing on www.onlinejuried-
shows.com or on www.psscweb-
site.org/  
This painting previously received 
an Honorable Mention award in 
the Fall 2019 Bethlehem Art 
Association show.

Pam Agin-Smith’s painting, 
“Be Right Back”, was accepted into 
the Pure Color 5th Annual 
ONLINE International Juried 
Exhibition of Pastel Paintings. This 
show is hosted by the Pastel Society of 
North Carolina and will be 
available for viewing on Sept.1st 
on www.onlinejuriedshows.com or on 
https://www.pastelsocietyofnc.com/
shows/
This painting was also awarded Second 
Place in the Judge's Circle category in 
the Summer 2021 Colonie Art League 
Virtual Art Show. 

Kevin Kuhne’s painting “Looking  at So-

Carole Fults and co-author 
Diane Kavanaugh-Black will 
be hosting a one hour 
presentation at the Bethlehem 
Library on September 21 at 7pm. 
They will be discussing their 
recent released book "A walking 
Friendship: the First 500 miles" 
which is a book of 
observations, photographs, essays 
and poetry based on their hikes at 
Partridge Run. 

Christine Capuano mentioned that there will be a plein-air/workshop event at Olana Historic Site on Saturday, Sep-
tember 25. It’s $25 for the day and $45 for additional workshops. More information is available at https://drawingamer-
ica.com/olana-plein-air-festival/

Lynda Spielman will be 
exhibiting at Merriman & Phister 
in Delmar, as of mid-September. 
"My Art Journey" will feature her 
artwork as she has progressed 
from traditional watercolors, to 
mixed watermedia and 
abstractions.  She'll feature her 
latest Virtual Travel Journeying 
small paintings

Eiffel Tower

CHECK THE BAA WEB-
SITE FOR THE SEPT. 
CHALLENGE
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News of Our Members and other news

“Bethlehem Scenes”
Town Hall Show

Photo from 2019 Show

GOOD NEWS! 
  

Our 8th Annual Town Hall Show of scenes 
in or near the town of Bethlehem 

is going to happen this year!  
 

(Pictures of Five Rivers and the Toll Gate 
have been very popular.) 

This year’s show will be in memory of Bob Lynk, 
past BAA president and an annual participant in the 

Town Hall Show since its inception.

All members are invited to submit a piece for the 
Show. There is a space limitation with room for 24 
pictures at the Town Hall. However, we may have 
room for more than one submission per person. 

Let us know if you can provide a second piece in a 
pinch if needed.

Dropoff will be between 3 and 4pm on 
Thursday, Sept. 30. at the Town Hall.  

If that is difficult for you, please contact 
Kevin Kuhne at kevinbkuhne@gmail.com 

to make other arrangements.

To sign up, please contact Kevin Kuhne at 
kevinbkuhne@gmail.com or 518-465-9493. 

     I once lived in a rural area of Ulster County 
which afforded me countless vistas to use as 
references to paint. My chosen medium was, 
and is, oil paint.                               
     One day I was told to get a haircut by my 
wife and being the dutiful husband that I am, I  
got in my trusty Silverado and traveled the five 
miles to the hamlet of Walkill to Tony’s Barber 
Shop.
     Tony’s shop is rustic to say the least. Horse 
saddles, cowboy posters on the walls as country 
music inundated the dusty air. What was 
startling to me was the huge black velvet 
painting of the Walkill Covered Bridge that 
covered one entire wall. I had not seen a black 
velvet painting in years and this turned out to 
be, much to my surprise, an epiphany.
     After being properly shorn I went home to 
cover a canvas with flat black paint and begin 
work on a cloud study with the requisite land-
scape and barn. The colors I used jumped off 
the canvas, vibrant and intense, and to my much 
jaded eyes appeared what I had been looking for 
in my work for quite some time. 
     Could I have been missing something so 
simple in my work? Using warmer colors as a 
ground never allowed me to achieve the re-
sults that black afforded. Using a  black ground 
opened a whole new method of painting that I 
had been missing. I “discovered” a new 
direction for my work. I could move forward! 
     I have been using black as a ground for many 
years now and can’t imagine using any other 
color ground in my work. When I do go back 
to using a white canvas, or grey, or a warmer 
sienna I find that I become dissatisfied with the 
work and wish that I had used black.

Using Black As A Ground In Painting

by Sal Aiello



B.A.A     Meeting Recaps and News

 The Chamber is open but with very 
little traffic. The current exhibit at the 
Chamber will be there until further 

notice. We will send out a notice 
when it is time to hang a new show.

Bethlehem Chamber 
of Commerce

Once again, the BAA Annual Juried Show in May was held as a virtual gallery show on the BAA website 
because of temporary closure of the Bethlehem Public Library, due to the COVID-19 virus.  The show 
was dedicated in memory of our long time champion of the BAA, Bob Lynk, and was judged by Eden 
Compton of Saratoga Springs. You can see the show on the BAA website.

BAA May Virtual Spring Show

    
Best in Show: “Hopeful” 
         by Patricia Byrne 
               Varcasia  (right)

1st place: “Moving On” 
          by Christine Capuano

2nd place: “Radio Days”   
           by Lynne Kaiser

3rd place: “Rhapsody in Blue and Green” 
             by Ellie Prakken
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Instead of the usual annual picnic, the 
June 2021 meeting was a Summer Break 
Celebration on ZOOM.  Members shared 
images with a Summer Break theme; 
scenes of beaches, summer vacations, ice 
cream, and other subjects that convey the 
feeling of summer. Members had a good 
time talking about what inspired their 
creations as well as having the opportu-
nity to compare notes on the techniques 
that they used.  An online gallery of the 
pictures can be seen at: www.bethle-
hemartassociation.com/summer.break  

Virtual June Meeting ~
Summer Break Celebration

Honorable Mention: “Misty Spring Morning”
       by Peter Keitel

Honorable Mention: 
     “Yaddow Stream” 
       by Karen Woodin

Honorable Mention: 
    “Serene Reflection ” 
      by John Smolinsky
                                (right)

        Prize winners in the show were:

BAA Canopy 
and Racks

Carol Turner is now the keeper of 
the canopy and racks.  If you want 

to borrow them, please contact 
her at cloudycarol@icloud.com 

or 518-439-5765



Name:                                                                                                                                                                                              Student

Street:

City:        Zip Code:

Telephone:        E-mail Address:

I would prefer to receive my color newsletter via email:  or hard copy if I am unable to read or print from email    

Please publish my email address in the membership directory:  Yes   No

 
We appreciate timely payment of your dues. It will keep you current on receiving news

and notices of our programs, and our newsletters.
It also ensures your place in our membership directory.

For information contact President Lynda Spielman 718-463-5679

It’s time to renew your membership!
Please note that dues are due September 1.

 
You can renew online at BethlehemArtAssociation.com

or complete the form below.
If you are a new member who joined within the last 6 months, your membership is 

valid until September, 2022.

B.A.A      Membership
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Renew and pay online or
mail this form with your check for $30 written to the Bethlehem Art Association 

($10 for students) to the membership chairperson, 
Gary Mehlum, 34 Hedgerose Lane, Delmar, NY 12054. 

Dues should be sent in at the beginning of the fiscal year which is September 1.  
Final deadline for being listed in the directory is October 31. 

Bethlehem Art Association
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Sign up at a monthly meeting to schedule a showing of your work 

or contact Jacqueline Smith at 518-489-1882 or TShock1882@aol.com

 The Massry Residence at the Daughters of Sarah Senior Community:
     Contact Antoinette Guenette at 724-3406 or guenette@dossc.org. Space for 15 pictures  
Merriman and Pfister, An Artisan’s Marketplace. Located behind the Perfect Blend at the Four Corners.   
     Contact Kathy Agneta at 588-7268
Big Eye Gallery Fine Arts and Crafts, 270 County Route 405, South Westerlo, NY
     Contact Hope Konecny at 966-5833
Capital Bank,  Slingerlands Price Chopper Plaza:
     Contact Greg Bruno at 694-5625 or email gbruno@capitalbank.com
Bethlehem Public Library, Delaware Ave., Delmar: 
     Contact Michael Farley, 439-9314. Ask for the Information desk. Space is available on a 24 month cycle and requests                   
     are handled on a first-come-first–serve basis. Early on the first business day of the month appears to be the best time
     to submit requests for one of the two corridors.
Beverwyck Independent Retirement & Assisted Living: 
     Contact Jessica Newman, 451-2111. Beverwyck Lane/Autumn Drive, Slingerlands, 15 spaces, availability.  Please call.
Greenville Public Library, Rte. 32, Greenville: 
     Contact Stanley Maltzman, 634-7386. Two month showings. Space for up to 50 pieces.
Uncommon Grounds Coffee & Bagels, 1235 Western Ave., Albany: 
     Contact Geralee Hall at geralee.hall@gmail.com. Please note that Ms. Hall also arranges exhibits for their Saratoga 
     location on Broadway.
Voorheesville Public Library: 51 School Rd., Voorheesville
     Contact Lynn Kohler at 765-2791 to schedule a show and reception.
Greene County Bank, Rte. 32 near Bryant’s Plaza, Greenville: Contact Rita Buttiker, 634-2272

UPSTATE WINE AND SPIRITS  
Delaware Plaza, Delmar
8-10 hangers

VENUES FREQUENTLY AVAILABLE FOR BAA MEMBERS

B.A.A      Venues
BAA Community Exhibit Schedule

Sept. 2021 through Dec. 2021

BANK OF COXSACKIE
Rte. 9W, Glenmont - 10-13 

                                                                                                    SEPT                           OCT                        NOV                                 DEC

Please sign up!

OPEN

MOHAWK HUDSON LAND
CONSERVANCY
Kenwood Ave., Delmar 6-8 hangers

               OPEN

VENUES RESERVED FOR BA A MEMBERS

OPEN

OPEN OPEN

JACQUELINE          LYNDA
SMITH                         SPIELMAN

NOT OPEN YET
NEW VENUE

JACQUELINE SMITH



             This Year’s Main Events

 2021-2022 
Calendar CALENDAR IS SUBJECT TO REVISION

 

All Monthly Meetings begin at 6:45PM 
          

Wednesday, September 16 ~   Art Historian Presentation on Impressionism by
                                                               Nina Stanley
Tuessday, October 19 ~            Watercolor Demonstration with Kevin Kuhne
Monday, November 1 ~             Fall Show Submissions Drop-off at 
                                                                 Bethlehem Public Library ~ 4:00pm - 6:00pm                 
Saturday, November 13 ~         Workshop with Kevin Kuhne ~ Watercolor
Tuessday, November 16 ~       Fall Show Reception ~ Judges Comments by                      
                                                               Takeyce Walter
Tuesday, November 30,             Fall Show Removal by 5:00pm (No Exceptions)
Wednesday, December 15 ~    Holiday Member Demonstration ~ 
     In Person and Via Zoom            Kris Kelly
Thursday,  January 20 ~             Travel Journaling/Line and Blob Demonstration
     Via Zoom                                          Marc Josloff ~ Ink and Watercolor                                                             
Wednesday, February 16 ~       Member Critique ~ Gary Shankman
Thursday, March 17* ~               Mastering Disaster ~ Kris Woodward
Saturday, April 10 ~                    Mastering Disaster Workshop with Kris Woodward
Thursday, April 14 ~                    Annual Planning Meeting ~ 
                                                                   Delmar Presbyterian Church, 7pm
Thursday, April 21* ~                 Painting from Photos ~ Francis Driscoll
Monday, May 2* ~                           Spring Show Submissions Drop-off at 
                                                                    Bethlehem Public Library 3:30-5:30pm
Thursday, May 19* ~                   Spring Show Reception ~ Judges Comments by Ed Ticson
Monday, May 31 ~                        Spring Show Removal by 5:00pm (No exceptions)
Thursday, June 24 ~                     Open ~ Picnic/Plein Aire?

Pay close attention to DAYS, DATES, and LIBRARY  or  ZOOM
* indicates Library is not confirmed yet


